Effects of intravenous cocaine are partially attenuated by haloperidol.
We examined the effect of the dopaminergic blocking agent, haloperidol, on the subjective and physiologic response to cocaine in cocaine-using volunteers. Five subjects received cocaine (40 mg) or placebo administered intravenously 20 min following pretreatment with haloperidol (8 mg) or placebo intramuscularly in a randomized double-blind study design. Haloperidol pretreatment attenuated cocaine-induced increases in systolic and diastolic blood pressure but not heart rate. Pretreatment with haloperidol reduced subject ratings of pleasant sensations but had no effect on drug "rush." Haloperidol (8 mg) has a small and limited effect on the subjective response to cocaine when given 20 min before cocaine.